The removal of all irritants has been spoken of. The first essential is the local purification of the mouth and teeth, which must then be kept in a clean condition; all calcareous deposits must be removed, the pockets being probed deeply with explorers; all sloughing and decayed portions of gum tissue, and all necrosed portions of the alveolus must be removed with appropriate instruments.
A large share of the instruments sold for this purpose
are entirely unfit; they should be made slender, and should chisel downwards, removing every particle of debris; rhis will not be found difficult with proper instruments, but cannot be done with a great hoe or by digging down. All riecrosed, roughened portions must be removed; with the engine all ragged points can be burred off. 
